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Westerville Features Local Sites on National Solar Tour

WESTERVILLE, OH—Solar installations in the City of Westerville will be showcased as part of a national event to promote energy efficient, environmentally friendly power options.  The tour will take place Saturday, October 3, 2009 from 1 – 4 p.m., and is open to the public.  Participants may visit each site at their own pace following the event kick-off at Safex at 1 p.m.

The Westerville Solar Tour is part of a national day of tours sponsored by The American Solar Energy Society and coordinated in Ohio by the non-profit organization Green Energy Ohio.  Among the sites on the local tour, three Westerville locations will feature demonstrations and events centered on renewable energy and energy efficiency as well as informational displays from Westerville businesses showcasing their green and efficiency efforts.

Safex, 140 N. Otterbein Avenue

The Westerville Solar Tour is scheduled to open at Safex, an environmental, health and safety consulting firm.  Safex was the second pilot site on the Westerville Smart Grid and Solar Power Project.   This pilot project, only the third of its kind in the country, consists of a GridPoint Energy Management Appliance, which monitors solar production and energy usage of the site, and a roof-mounted 3kW solar array.

Events at Safex include a presentation on the Westerville SmartGrid and Solar Pilot Project, and future directions the City can take to provide clean, cost-effective and reliable power to all Westerville residents.

Westerville City Schools, Longfellow Elementary, 120 Hiawatha Avenue

The Westerville City Schools will profile its energy conservation and solar energy efforts at Longfellow Elementary School.  This will be a family-oriented stop on the tour, offering fun activities to learn more about solar energy and other energy conservation ideas.  The Longfellow Elementary site was included as part of the Westerville Solar Tour to highlight its ground-level array of solar panels which has been in place on the west side of the building since 2002.

West-Camp Press, 39 S. Collegeview Rd.
West-Camp Press will be the final stop on the tour.  This printing and publishing company just finished its solar installation and is the third installed site on the Westerville Smart Grid and Solar Power Project.  Activities at West Camp include exhibits by many local companies that are striving to use greener processes and reduced energy, and offering green products and services to the consumer.  Many of these companies will offer samples, discount coupons and helpful information.

Other sites on the tour include 

· City of Westerville Planning & Development

64 E. Walnut St.

· Mark Twain Elementary
799 E. Walnut St.

There will be a free raffle for all who visit the tour stops.  A special solar prize drawing will be held for those adventurers who manage to visit ALL of the listed and marked Westerville solar panel installations, even the ones without special activities.  Walk or bike to all sites for even more points.

More information on the activities and locations on the Westerville Solar Tour can be found at www.westervillesolartour.com.  Additional information, as well as information on solar site across Ohio, can be found at www.greenenergyohio.org.
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